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Abstract

Status and Competency of the Jogye Order in Korean Society

Kim, Eung—chul
(Professor, Joong Ang Sangha University)

The status of religious organizations is formed by the combination of
various factors such as the religious nature of members of society, the
distribution of religion, the historical nature of religion, cultural leadership,
spiritual influence and social activities. In Korean society, the Jogye Order
gained today’s status with the accumulation of various social evaluations
and reputations. The Jogye Order inherits the 1,700-year-old tradition of
Korean Buddhism and holds various cultural assets. The Jogye Order has
such status and capabilities because it was legally recognized as the
nation’s only Buddhist sect when the integrated sect was launched in
1962.

The launch of the integrated sect has led to a renewal of the Buddhist
meditation climate. It was also a landmark event in which Buddhist
conflicts that had continued since Korea's liberation from Japan's colonial
rule were resolved and harmonized. This incident allowed the Jogye Order
to be recognized as the only sect in the Buddhist community. And all
traditional temples and cultural heritages across the country could be
mherited by the Jogye Order. They are inherited various cultural assets
from the Silla Dynasty, as well as traditions such as discipline mediation
and wisdom.

In the future, Buddhism must respond to artificial intelligence and
robot-oriented changes, and seek mnovative religious roles that are
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different from those of today. If artificial intelligence is applied to
Buddhism, the vast scriptures are all accumulated in data and can be
searched very easily. Each temple can buld a new foundation for
missionary work by providing cultural experiences and counseling, temple
food, tea and dialogue services with monks.

Therefore, it is time to mobilize all the assets, status and capabilities
that the Jogye Order currently has to seek a new religious role in a
future society that is replaced by Artificial Intelligence and Robots.

Key words
Buddhism, Jogye Order, Capability, Strategic Model, Change
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